	Celebrating 23 years of Celtic Rock!
Since forming in 1988, Tempest has delivered a globally-renowned hybrid of high-energy folk rock fusing Irish reels, Scottish ballads, Norwegian influences and other world music elements. The last 23 years have seen the San Francisco Bay Area based act release fifteen critically acclaimed CDs and play more than 2,000 gigs. It's also enjoyed an evolving line-up that's enabled its musicianship and creativity to rise with each new member-something highlighted by the group's current roster. 
Hailing from Oslo, Norway, founding member and lead singer/electric mandolinist, Lief Sorbye, is recognized as a driving force in the modern folk-rock movement. He started Tempest after years of touring and recording on the folk circuit. California fiddler Michael Mullen, a favorite with the fans, is the original fiddler for the group. His high energy stage performance and versatile style combined with his love for Scottish and Irish traditional music makes him a perfect fit for Tempest. Newcomer, bassist Brian Fox, is a dual citizen of the US and Ireland. With an advanced degree in Ethnomusicology and years of touring and recording experience, he is Editor in Chief at Bass Player magazine. Born in Colorado and brought up in small town Missouri, Gregory Jones is the latest in a long line of Tempest guitar greats! His fiery licks and hard-rocking approach to the instrument, combined with his experience and understanding of Celtic music is fast winning over new fans! Cuban-born drummer Adolfo Lazo, an original Tempest member, colors the band's sound with inventive rhythms, and rock-steady drumming. 
Signed to WEA-distributed Magna Carta Records, Tempest's releases are acclaimed worldwide. The group's latest studio CD, Another Dawn, finds the band in peak form as it showcases inventive original and traditional material. 
Tempest is regularly featured at prestigious festivals including The Philadelphia Folk Festival, Denmark's Skagen Festival, Britain's Cropredy Festival and The Winnipeg Folk Festival in Canada. The band is also a mainstay at countless American Celtic festivals.
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Tempest – Another Dawn - Album Bio

   Since its musical inception in 1988, Tempest has rendered a rampant hybrid of energetic folk-rock, consisting of Irish roots & reels, Scottish and Norwegian ballads and other world and worldly music elements. Another Dawn, the group’s 15th release and 12th studio album, showcases a band in the full, tidal flood of creative color and texture. 

   “Our very first single, LIVE FOR TODAY is a Celtodelic cover of the classic 1967 Grass Roots hit,” says Lief Sorbye, founding member, lead singer and mandolinist. “Throughout our entire, 22 year history, it just never occurred to us to produce a single. It took Peter Morticelli suggesting the concept and the song, itself, that got us fired up about this one.”

   Lief didn't have a previous relationship with the song, though he was familiar with it – it just wasn’t well known in Norway. “It came together really organically, I added a bit of Celtic riff to give it an instrumental hook. We were already working on the album and 'Let's Live For Today' fit into the thread of 'Another Dawn' really well. The album has a positive vibe to it, and the message I take out of 'Let's Live For Today' is to enjoy life. I believe the purpose of life is to be happy. It is a great opening track and sets the scene for the other songs on the album.”

   The second song on the album, VERSES OF GRACE, gave the CD its title. The chorus: 'Joined together, we meet and go on, Gathering light - and it may be the dawn' is the essence of ‘Another Dawn.’  The song was written in honor of the 2009 inauguration – and the last time a crowd that size gathered together in the spirit of hope was Aug 1969 at Woodstock. At that moment, we felt a rebirth of the same values: it was time to look after each other and look after the planet. The whole collective conscience of the country seemed to be shifting then, you could see it happening, and it was a reason to celebrate. This was a moment in time when you could really feel change – could feel good things happening in the world. I’ve always felt that folk music tells the story of the people, and of the human condition. 

   THE NEW SQUIRE Medley of: The New Squire / Hiking in the High Country / Ruby as a Child
Instrumental medleys have an important place in our repertoire. The traditionally short tunes were originally written in a specific format to fit the steps of a dance. We enjoy writing new tunes in this old tradition, and by stringing them together into a medley we give the piece an opening, a middle and an ending. The New Squire was written by our guitarist James in honor of his newborn baby boy, Dorian.

   GREAT DEPARTURE was written after my father’s passing last year. It’s not meant as a somber song, but to reflect on the nature of change. The lines: 'The tender morning hesitates; Emerging from a dawn; And in the pure light of the sun; The darkness soon is gone' talks about death as a transition, rather than the end. It became obvious to me, when my dad died, that the ‘First World’ loves to celebrate birth but is not so evolved in dealing with death. My feeling is that we ought to celebrate birth and death as a continuation of each other, that cycle is what life is all about.

   NEVER TIRE OF THE ROAD is a traveling song, that Andy Irvine wrote about Woody Guthrie. I was not directly influenced by Woody, but by the next generation, who were – artists like Bob Dylan and Andy Irvine, an Irish musician who grew up in Dublin trying to do an Oklahoma accent. I embraced the spirit of Woody; busking and traveling, where you learned to survive on your own terms playing music in pubs and on street corners. That was my real life education, bumming around playing music and moving from place to place. I went out with a buddy of mine in our mid teens, playing in the streets of Copenhagen then moving on to the British Isles and Ireland – sleeping in barns and hitchhiking around all summer. When unforgiving winter hit Norway, I moved on to the warm hospitality of Greece, and eventually made it to the States when I was 21. There is something romantic and somewhat wonderful about a lifestyle following in the footsteps of the rambling hobo of the past. I can say this as someone who lived and struggled with it – you forget the times you went hungry, living rough, sleeping in parks and getting arrested. But you always remember the joy of traveling around playing music and getting your education in the school of life. That way of living is a big part of who I am and I’ll always have a soft spot for it. Woody Guthrie managed to influence not only the working class, but also the entire country with the passionate spirit that drove him around. He was a bit of a rogue and a romantic figure. 

   JOMFRU is one of the oldest songs in the Norwegian Ballad tradition. It tells the true story of a maiden (jomfru) stolen away from her own wedding in March of 1288. It was a time when every village in every county had their own king. This particular maiden is stolen away before she’s wed to the king of another village – this is an historical recounting of an actual event – the type of thing that was part of everyday life at that time. In the mid- ‘80s I recorded an acoustic album of Norwegian folk songs – and I still wanted to do a Norwegian album in more of a rock and roll style, so I try to sneak one of those songs onto each of the Tempest albums.  I loved these songs growing up and still love them, today. They’ve always featured in our live repertoire, and they fit quite well into the Celtic genre both musically and geographically.

   DAGDA'S HARP  (Dagda's Harp / Chief O'Neill's Favorite / Poll Ha' Penny
The first part of Dagda's Harp is a nice free-flowing guitar piece, that showcases James' fine acoustic work. We wanted to incorporate more of the personality of the band into the record, so Damian plays some percussion on it as well. It is a refreshing break-away from the big, rich, electric sound of the rest of the album.

   THE MOVING-ON SONG was written by Ewan MacColl for a Radio Ballad called 'The Traveling People'. This radio documentary was made for the BBC in the 1950's about the Tinkers – the modern day gypsies of the time. They lived life on the road moving from town to town and generally having a rough time settling down, since no one wanted them around.

   BLACK JACK DAVY is our adaptation of a Celtic Folk Ballad, possibly written about 1720. The song has many variations such as The Gypsy Laddie, Raggle Taggle Gypsy, Gypsy Davy etc., and has often been used and recorded not only in Ireland and The British Isles, but also in Canada and The United States. Tempest originally recorded this song in 1988 on our very first demo-tape. In 2008, we got the original line-up together and performed it for our 20th anniversary at Karfluki Fest. A rousing live favorite, it tells the story of a wild, traveling gypsy who steals away the hearts of the womenfolk.    

   HIGH RISE (High Rise / Fiddler's Lock / Kelly the Rake)

We crank the energy level up to the highest decibel before wrapping up the record with a couple of original pieces written by band members and a spicy little traditional tune.

   All of these songs deserve to be here, and I am proud of what the band has done on this album. Our producer, Robert Berry, did a heckuva a job pushing us further than we realized we could go. We’ve worked with Robert since recording 'Turn Of The Wheel' in 1995, and he and the band were ready and really excited to do another Tempest album. Together, we recorded an intense moment in time, and we hope you will enjoy it.

Band Photos: http://magnacarta.net/Tempest/tempest.html
